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[57] ABSTRACT

Alow cost, high energy direct circuit to circuit stored energy
connector is disclosed. The connector precisely aligns and
interconnects conductors of “flexible circuits” directly to
mating contacts on printed circuit boards. The connector
uses the flexible circuit conductors themselves to aid in
alignment and eliminates the need for precise control of the
outside dimensions of a flexible circuit’s dielectric back-
plane or a precisely located alignment hole. The connector
is a zero insertion force (ZIF) type, and is a high density
surface mount. The connector comprises two major compo-
nents: a connector housing and a circuit interconnection
spring assembly. The housing is configured with a device for
forming a direct flexible circuit conductor to printed circuit
board mating contact interconnection. The circuit is retained
in position by a multi-function spring assembly rotatably
positionable with respect to the housing. Rotation of the
spring assembly from an open to a shut position allows the
spring assembly to: a) work in conjunction with the housing
to positively align the circuit in position, b) pull the circuit
into position within the housing, c) ensure adequate force is
applied to the circuit’s dielectric backplane behind each of
the circuit’s conductors to guarantee proper electrical con-
nection between the circuit and the printed circuit board, and
d) provide a ground return from the circuit to the printed
circuit board.

31 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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DIRECT CIRCUIT TO CIRCUIT STORED
ENERGY CONNECTOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In today’s electronics market, manufacturers are placing
emphasis on increasing their product’s reliability and reduc-
ing assembly costs to remain competitive. A primary focus
of each manufacturer is to reduce the cost and increase the
circuit density associated with interconnecting the sub-
assemblies and components found within its products.
Another emerging focus in today’s electronics market is to
pack more electronic functions into smaller packages. This
means higher density modules, each requiring multiple high
density interconnections to other modules.

In electrical systems, flexible printed circuits are
employed as electrical jumpers or cables for interconnecting
rows of terminal pins or pads of printed circuit board. Such
flexible printed circuits are generally connected to a printed
circuit board using a connector. Conventional connector
manufacturers compete with each other using the same basic
technology, individual stamped contacts molded into a plas-
tic housing. This structure is then soldered to a printed
circuit board (printed circuit board) and is then ready to
receive a flexible jumper or interconnect circuit. Many of
these conventional connectors are of the zero insertion force
(ZIF) variety, which require the application of minimal
forces during the process of inserting the flexible circuit into
the connector. These ZIF connectors thus reduce the likeli-
hood of circuit damage during the connection process.

All of today’s ZIF connectors use either the edge of the
interconnect circuit or a precisely located hole to accurately
align the conductors of the flexible circuit to the connector’s
contacts. This requires circuit manufacturers to precisely
control both the thickness and width of a flexible circuit’s
terminating ends. Generally, tolerances must be maintained
within 0.003 inches. To accurately outline a circuit and
control the required tolerances requires an expensive precise
outline die. Another obstacle encountered in conventional
circuit connector technology centers around a tendency of
flexible circuits to shrink somewhat after their manufacture.
When working with larger flexible circuits, the shrinkage
problem can be significant enough to result in significant
alignment problems. As such, outline dies are usually con-
strained to outline a 6 inch by 6 inch area. This size
restriction adds labor costs and reduces yield.

In addition to size restrictions, flexible circuits also
require the precise attachment of a support stiffener. This
stiffener is required to lift the circuits into connection with
a conventional connector’s contacts and add the structural
support necessary to ensure the thin flexible circuit into the
connector’s opening. The precise outlining and stiffener
attachment process is cumbersome and costly and frequently
the cause of poor yields and system failures.

Conventional connectors also utilize internal spring
assemblies in order to ensure that jumpers or flexible circuits
maintain adequate contact with the connector’s contacts.
However, until now, these connectors have incorporated a
single spring assembly for each conductor. The physical size
required to manufacture an acceptable spring contact elimi-
nates this technology in high-density circuits using micro-
miniature connectors which will eventually require conduc-
tors on 0.006 inch pitch centers.

Thus, the need for a microminiature, direct circuit to
circuit connector requiring minimal manufacturing costs has
led to the development of the present invention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A direct circuit to circuit stored energy connector is
disclosed which is intended to be a low cost, high density
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connector. The connector is designed to precisely align and
interconnect conductors of conductive ink circuits (CIC),
flexible printed circuits (FPC), round wire interconnects
(RWT) and/or flat flexible cables (FFC) (collectively referred
to hereinafter as “flexible circuits”) directly to mating con-
tacts on printed circuit boards (printed circuit board). The
disclosed connector relies upon the flexible circuit conduc-
tors themselves for alignment purposes and thus eliminates
the need for precise control of the outside dimensions of a
flexible circuit’s dielectric backplane or a precisely located
alignment hole. The connector is of the zero insertion force
(ZIF) variety and is a high density surface mount connector
capable of terminating conductors on 0.006 inch pitch
centers.

The disclosed direct circuit to circuit, stored energy
connector comprises two major components: a connector
housing and a circuit interconnection spring assembly. The
connector is configured to provide an integral circuit align-
ment means to ensure that a flexible circuit’s conductors
align properly with mating contacts on a printed circuit
board. The housing is also configured with a means for
forming a direct flexible circuit conductor to printed circuit
board mating contact interconnection. The flexible circuit is
retained in position by a multi-function spring assembly
which is rotationally position with respect to the housing.
When the spring assembly is rotated from an open position
to a shut position, various components of the spring assem-
bly contact the flexible circuit to: a) work in conjunction
with the housing to positively align the circuit in position, b)
pull the flexible circuit into position within the housing, c)
ensure adequate force is applied to the flexible circuit’s
dielectric backplane directly behind each of the flexible
circuit’s conductors to guaranty proper electrical connection
between the flexible circuit and the printed circuit board, d)
provide a ground return from the circuit to the printed circuit
board, and ¢) features necessary to maintain proper electrical
connection between the flexible circuit and the printed
circuit board and to compensate for any thickness variations
in any of the interconnected components.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of the direct
circuit to circuit stored energy connector of the disclosed
invention, showing the housing, the spring assembly and a
flexible circuit, which will be secured in position on a
printed circuit board by the connector.

FIG. 2 is a front view of the direct circuit to circuit stored
energy connector of the disclosed invention showing the
spring assembly in the open position.

FIG. 3 is a front view of the housing.

FIG. 4 is a side view of the housing.

FIG. 5 is a side view of the spring assembly.

FIG. 6 is a front view of the spring assembly.

FIG. 7a is a front view of a portion of the direct circuit to
circuit stored energy connector of the disclosed invention
showing a first step of the circuit alignment sequence.

FIG. 7b is a front view of a portion of the direct circuit to
circuit stored energy connector of the disclosed invention
showing a second step of the circuit alignment sequence.

FIG. 7c¢ is a front view of a portion of the direct circuit to
circuit stored energy connector of the disclosed invention
showing a third step of the circuit alignment sequence.

FIG. 8a is a side view of one embodiment of the direct
circuit to circuit stored energy connector showing the hous-
ing with the spring assembly attached therein in the open
position.
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FIG. 8b is a side view of one embodiment of the direct
circuit to circuit stored energy connector showing the hous-
ing with the spring assembly attached therein in the shut
position.

FIG. 9a is a side view of another embodiment of the direct
circuit to circuit stored energy connector showing the hous-
ing with a compression equalizing spring assembly attached
therein in the open position.

FIG. 9b is a side view of another embodiment of the direct
circuit to circuit stored energy connector showing the hous-
ing with a compression equalizing spring assembly attached
therein in the shut position.

FIG. 10a is a front view of the housing of the direct circuit
to circuit stored energy connector showing a tapered locking
post, swage locking clip attachment means for holding the
connector housing in position on a printed circuit board.

FIG. 106 is an end view of the housing of the direct circuit
to circuit stored energy connector showing the tapered
locking post, swage locking clip attachment means for
holding the connector housing in position on a printed
circuit board in the shut position.

FIG. 10c is a front view of the tapered locking post, swage
locking clip attachment means in the shut position where it
penetrates the printed circuit board.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Turning now to the figures and in particular to FIGS.
1-9b, a direct circuit to circuit stored energy connector 1 is
shown. Connector 1 is preferably utilized to connect circuit
conductors 2 disposed on one side of a flexible dielectric
backplane 3 of a flexible circuit 4 to mating contacts 5 on a
printed circuit board (PCB) 6. Dielectric backplane 3 serves
to hold the conductors in position and electrically insulate
them from each other. Each flexible circuit conductor 2 has
a specified width, which may or may not be the same width
as the other flexible circuit conductors.

Connector 1 comprises a molded plastic connector hous-
ing 7 and a multi-function spring assembly 8. Housing 7 is
preferably mounted directly to printed circuit board 6 using
attachment means 9, which, in one embodiment comprises a
threaded attachment means, comprised of at least one self
tapping attachment screw 10, or other threaded fastener,
screwed through through-bores in end tabs 11 and into
printed circuit board 6. In order to ensure that housing 7 is
properly oriented on printed circuit board 6, such that the
circuit conductors 2 on the flexible circuit 4 will align with
the mating contacts 5 on printed circuit board 6, at least one
alignment post 11a may be provided on the bottom face of
the connector, where said connector 1 is registered to at least
one alignment hole 12 on printed circuit board 6, in the
alternative, an etched in feature on the printed circuit board
can be used as an alignment means, such as a conductor on
the printed circuit board that has been configured to align to
contact arms 16 of FIG. 94 and, once aligned, contact arms
16 are soldered in place on the printed circuit board. The
alignment posts protrude from the connector and are inserted
through alignment holes 12 in printed circuit board 6.

Housing 7 is further configured to allow a printed flexible
circuit 4 to be readily inserted into said connector 1 and
removable retained therein in proper alignment with the
printed circuit board 6. To facilitate the explanation, the
figures depict a housing 7, which is configured to connect a
flexible circuit having four (4) conductors to printed circuit
board 6. However, it must be understood that the disclosed
invention is readily adapted to facilitate the direct circuit to
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circuit connection of microminiature circuits, which may
have conductors on 0.006 inch pitch centers or less.
Therefore, a typical direct circuit to circuit conductor of the
present invention could connect a flexible circuit having
many dozens of flexible circuit conductors to a like number
of mating conductors on a printed circuit board.

Once connector 1 is fixed in position on printed circuit
board 6, flexible circuit 4 may be inserted into connector 1
at the circuit insertion opening 13. In order to facilitate the
alignment of flexible circuit 4 in housing 7, the housing
includes two circuit alignment means: a rough circuit align-
ment means 41 and a precise conductor alignment means 15.

Rough circuit alignment means 41 comprises a general
alignment cavity 14 molded into the housing 7 configured to
allow a flexible circuit to be inserted therein and generally
located so as to prevent the precise conductor alignment
means 15 from damaging the flexible circuit. The general
alignment cavity 14 has a width slightly greater that the
width of flexible circuit 4 so that a minimal amount of
insertion force is required to insert flexible circuit 4 into
circuit insertion opening 13.

The rough circuit alignment means 41, utilizes the exte-
rior dimensions of a flexible circuit for rough alignment
purposes. In addition, the housing 7 includes a precise
conductor alignment means 15, which serves to align the
flexible circuit conductors themselves with the mating con-
tacts 5 on printed circuit board 6.

The precise conductor alignment means 15 comprise one
tapered alignment trough 18 molded into housing 7 and
corresponding to each flexible circuit conductor 2 of flexible
circuit 4. When conductor pitch centers are less than 0.002",
such as in ultra fine line circuits, two or more conductors
may be clustered in an alignment trough. Each alignment
trough 18 has an opening 19 at a top end thereof, which is
sized to allow flexible circuit conductor 2 to fit therein when
said flexible circuit 4 is inserted into said connector 1 and is
roughly aligned therein by the general alignment cavity 14.
Each alignment trough 18 is tapered to a dimension closely
equal to the width of its corresponding flexible circuit
conductor 2 at a bottom end 20 thereof. When terminating
fine line circuits with conductors on 0.006 " pitch centers or
less, a tapered alignment trough for each conductor is not
dimensionally practical. In this case, a cluster of two or more
conductors may share a single, tapered alignment trough.
Additionally, housing 7 comprises an angled contact section
21 through which alignment troughs 18 descend. At the
bottom end 20 of angled contact section 21, each alignment
trough 18 has an interconnect means which may comprise a
circuit pass through opening 22, sized to allow conductors 2
of flexible circuit 4 to pass therethrough and communicate
directly with a mating contact 5 on printed circuit board 6.
Thus, when flexible circuit 4 is pressed into position, as will
be discussed below, the flexible circuit’s conductors 2 will
be accurately located and retained in position upon their
respective mating contacts 5 on the printed circuit board 6.
These alignment troughs also prevent contact misalignment
and side to side conductor shifting, which would cause
circuit discontinuity if the printed circuit board 6, connector
1 or printed circuit 4 were exposed to an extreme shock
and/or vibration.

Once flexible circuit 4 is roughly aligned in connector 1,
it must then be retained in proper position within connector
1 in such a manner that proper electrical contact is made and
maintained between circuit conductors 2 and their respective
mating contacts 5 on printed circuit board 6. Proper retention
and electrical connection is accomplished using a novel,
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multi-function spring assembly 8, which is rotationally
retained in housing 7.

Multi-function spring assembly 8 comprises three basic
sections: pivot section 25, lever section 30, and alignment
and retention section 40. The pivot section 25 is generally
circular in cross section. Pivot section 25 is rotationally
secured in position in a similarly sized and shaped pivot
recesses 26 and 27 located on opposite sides of housing 7.
In order to insert pivot section 25 into position in pivot
recesses 26 and 27, the diameter of pivot section 25 is
compressed to a size smaller than the diameter of pivot
recesses 26 and 27 and is pressed or “snapped” into position
in housing 7 or from the back. The circular cross section of
the pivot section 25, in combination with similarly shaped
and sized pivot recesses 26 and 27, allows spring assembly
8 to be rotationally positioned with respect to housing 7
without the need for additional hinge mechanism, pivot post
or other attachment hardware. It must be understood that
when the pivot section exceeds one inch in length it may be
necessary to add a spring support pin to prevent bowing of
the spring assembly. In this embodiment, the pivot section
would rotate on a spring support pin that is of a cross-
sectional thickness sufficient to insure that the multi-
function spring remains rotatably fixed in its desired posi-
tion. The pivot section also includes a circuit stop means 28,
which in a preferred embodiment is a projection from the
pivot section 25 of spring assembly 8. The circuit stop means
is generally oriented along the axis of the lever section in an
opposite direction thereto such that when the connector is
ready to receive a flexible circuit 4 during its insertion
therein, the flexible circuit contacts the circuit stop 28 and
prevents further insertion thereof.

The lever section 30 has a first end 31 adjacent to pivot
section 25 and a second end 32 which extends away from the
first end 31. The second end 32 comprises a novel strain
relief assembly 33, which further comprises generally semi-
circular strain relief tabs 34. When a flexible circuit 4 is
being held in position in connector 1 strain relief tabs 34 will
engage and retain the flexible circuit 4 where the circuit
extends out of connector 1. If the flexible circuit is stressed,
for example by an individual pulling on flexible circuit 4, the
strain relief tabs 34 will deflect and disperse the forces being
applied to the flexible circuit across the entire width of the
flexible circuit where the circuit engages and retains strain
relief tabs 34. This form of force dispersion will result in
fewer circuit discontinuities resulting from the mishandling
of circuits, printed circuit boards and/or connectors.

The lever section 30 is also sized so that it will be
removably retained in a shut position when it is so posi-
tioned within connector 1. When lever section 30 is rotated
from its open position to its shut position, lever section is
pressed between spring locking barbs 35 and 36 located on
either side of housing 6. Spring locking barbs 35 and 36 are
oriented so that the lever section 30 of spring 8 can be easily
pressed into position but cannot be removed without first
spreading the locking barbs 35 and 36 horizontally. As lever
section 30 is pressed into position, the outer portions of lever
section 30 slide along sloped sections 35a and 364 of barbs
35 and 36 respectively, until lever section 30 has passed the
sloped sections 35a and 36a. A portion of lever section 30
rests underneath barbs 35 and 36. In order to removed lever
section 30, barbs 35 and 36 are spread horizontally in the
direction of the arrows shown in FIG. 1. Furthermore, lever
section 25 may include corrugated ridges 37 along its
longitudinal axis, i.e. in a direction extending from its first
end to its second end, to add structural support.

The alignment and retention section 40 comprises three
major components. The first major component is the circuit
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alignment means 41, which comprises wigglers 42 and 43.
Wigglers 42 and 4 each comprise generally tapered protru-
sions 44, which extend generally downward from wiggler
alignment arms 45. FIG. 5 illustrates the alignment arms 45
projecting from the pivot section 25 of spring 8 in a manner
such that as spring assembly 8 is rotationally positioned
from its open position to its shut position, the tapered
protrusions 44 of wigglers 42 and 43 are the first sections of
the spring assembly 8 to make contact with flexible circuit

Viewing FIGS. 7a, 7b and 7c, it can be seen that protru-
sions 44 of wigglers 42 and 3 contact flexible circuit 4 on
either side thereof and serve to roughly align the flexible
circuit’s conductors 2 with the top opening 19 of each
tapered alignment trough 18. The rough alignment sequence
operates as follows: first, as spring assembly 8 is rotationally
positioned towards its shut position, tapered protrusions 44
of wigglers 42 and 43 engage either side of flexible circuit
4 and laterally locate flexible circuit 4 such that each circuit
conductor 2 roughly aligns with the top opening 19 of its
corresponding alignment trough 18; second, as spring
assembly 8 is further rotated, tapered protrusions 44 of
wigglers 42 and 43 roughly center flexible circuit 4 over the
alignment troughs 18; and third, as spring assembly 8 is
further rotated, wigglers 42 and 43 disengage the now
centered flexible circuit 4 by passing below the plane of
flexible circuit 4.

The second major component of the alignment and reten-
tion section 40 of spring assembly 8 is a grabber means 50.
The grabber means 50 which completes the circuit align-
ment process by pulling the flexible circuit 4 into the tapered
conductor alignment troughs 18. Ilustrated in FIGS. 1 and
5, grabber means 50 comprises at least two grabber arms 51.
These grabber arms 51 extend from the pivot section 25 of
spring 8 at an angle such that a downwardly extending
grabber 52, on each arm 51, does not come in contact with
the flexible circuit 4 until the circuit has been roughly
aligned in alignment troughs 18 by wigglers 42 and 43.
Ilustrated in FIGS. 8a and 8b, each grabber 52 completes
the circuit alignment process by contacting or piercing the
dielectric backplane 3 of the flexible circuit 4. Further, the
flexible circuit 4 is pulled into the housing 7, and sufficient
force is exerted thereon such as to propel the conductors 2
into proper position in the alignment troughs 18. Each
grabber 52 is designed to have a beam length sufficient to
allow a minimum of 0.001" to 0.005" horizontal movement
necessary to accommodate the final alignment of the flexible
circuit 4 to the alignment troughs 18. In addition, grabber 52
operates in conjunction with housing 7 to provide a wiping
mechanism as grabber 52 pulls flexible circuit 4 into posi-
tion in housing 7. This will aid in the removal of any
oxidation or foreign material that could form on the exposed
conductors 2 of flexible circuit 4, which would degrade
electrical connection.

The third major component of the alignment and retention
section 40 of spring 8 comprises at least one stored energy
spring arm 60. Each spring arm 60 extends away from the
pivot section 25 of spring 8 at an angle intermediate the
angle that the grabber arms 52 extend from the pivot section
25 and the angle the lever section 30 extends from the pivot
section 25 of spring 8. Each spring arm 60 itself comprises
a compression section 61. Compression section 61 is shaped
to ensure that adequate pressure is applied to each conductor
2 of flexible circuit 4 through the dielectric backplane 3 of
flexible circuit 4 when it is retained in connector 1. Prefer-
ably each compression section 61 will exert substantially
150 grams of force on each conductor 2 of flexible circuit 4.
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In one embodiment of the invention, compression section
61 comprises a simple bend in spring arm 60 at a point along
its length corresponding to the point at which spring arm 60
will contact the dielectric backplane 3 of flexible circuit 4.
This simple bend forms a compliant extension on spring arm
60 designed to apply the required force to ensure adequate
electrical contact. Further, the simple bend compensates for
thickness variations in the flexible circuit’s dielectric back-
plane 3, the flexible circuit’s conductors 2, the mating
contacts 5 on printed circuit board 6, or any combination
thereof. The angle of the bend in spring arm 60 is chosen so
that the shape of the bent spring arm approximates the shape
of the angled contact section 21 of housing 7.

Optional force concentrators may be formed in spring arm
60 to further compensate for thickness variations and the
like. These optional force concentrators may take the form
of additional bends in spring arm 60 or additional append-
ages attached to spring arm 60 in its compression section 61.

In another embodiment of the invention, compression
section 61 of spring arm 60 comprises at least one compres-
sion equalizer 63, which is substantially circular in cross
section. The size of the circular cross section is chosen such
that when spring assembly 8 is rotated into the shut position
and is held in place by spring locking barbs 35 and 36, the
lever section 30 of spring 8 presses against the circular
compression equalizer 63 of spring arm 60. The compressive
forces exerted by the lever section 30 upon the circular
compression equalizer 63 of spring arm 60 ensures that
adequate pressure is transmitted by spring arm 60 upon the
dielectric backplane 3 of flexible circuit 4 where it passes
through the contact section 21 of housing 7.

In yet another embodiment of the invention, the grabber
and an electrically-conductive wiggler may be used to create
a pressure interconnect by applying substantially 150 grams
of contact force against the surface of the shield or ground
layer of flexible circuit 4 and in so doing creating a gas tight
electrical interconnect between the spring and flexible cir-
cuit. The electric signal is carried through the spring and to
a ground connector on the printed circuit board through the
electrically-conductive wiggler that has been lengthened and
configured to carry a ground return and directly connect it to
the printed circuit board.

Springs made out of beryllium copper have proved effec-
tive in both the workability requirements necessary to form
the complex shapes necessary for the disclosed invention
and for providing the required contact force necessary to
assure proper flexible circuit conductor to printed circuit
board mating contact electrical connections. In another
embodiment of the invention, said multi-function spring
assembly 8 may be made out of a resilient moldable material
such as glass reinforced nylon. This material offers both the
workability requirements necessary to form the complex
shapes necessary for the disclosed invention and for pro-
viding the required contact force necessary to assure proper
flexible circuit conductor to printed circuit board mating
contact electrical connection.

An additional feature of the disclosed stored energy
connector is a novel attachment means 70 for attaching
connector 1 to printed circuit board 6. Ilustrated in FIGS.
10a, 105 and 10c, attachment means 70 comprises at least
one tapered locking post 71 and swage locking clip 72.
Tapered locking post 71 is sized to slide through a hole 73
in printed circuit board 6. Only a minimal amount of force
is needed since the dimension of tapered locking post 71 is
somewhat smaller than that of hole 73. Tapered locking post
71 preferably comprises a series of barbs 74 to ensure that
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once locking post is fixed in position, it cannot be easily
jarred loose from printed circuit board 6 as either the printed
circuit board 6 or flexible circuit 4 is placed under stress.

Connector 1 is located in position on printed circuit board
6 by aligning tapered locking post 71 with hole 73 and
pressing connector 1 onto printed circuit board 6. Pressing
connector 1 forces tapered locking post 71 to deflect from its
normal, unloaded position by wall 75 of hole 73. The
pressure exerted upon wall 75 by barbs 74 of locking post 71
will tend to hold connector 1 in position on printed circuit
board 6. However, to ensure connector 1 is rigidly held in
position even under stress, each locking post 71 is com-
pressed against wall 75 even further by swage locking clip
72.

Swage locking clip 72 may be formed as an additional and
integral part of spring assembly 8 or it may be an additional
stand alone part. In either embodiment, as spring assembly
8 is rotated from the open position to the shut position,
swage locking clip 72 is compressed into hole 73 adjacent
tapered locking post 71. When the bottom of swage locking
clip 72 exits through the bottom of hole 73 in printed circuit
board 6, it impinges upon an angled protrusion 76, which
protrudes from tapered locking post 71 opposite barbs 74.
Angled protrusion 76 forces swage locking clip 72 to bend
in a direction away from barbs 74, which firmly compresses
the sides of locking clip 72 against tapered locking post 71
and wall 75 of hole 73, which rigidly retains connector 1 in
position on printed circuit board 6.

Various other changes coming within the scope of the
invention may suggest themselves to those skilled in the art:
hence, the invention is not limited to the specific embodi-
ment shown or described, but the same is intended to be
merely exemplary. It should be understood that numerous
other modifications and embodiments can be devised by
those skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and
scope of the principles of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector for
interconnecting a flexible circuit having a plurality of elec-
trical conductors backed by a flexible dielectric backplane
directly to a plurality of mating contacts on a printed circuit
board, said connector comprising a non-electrically conduc-
tive housing, a multi-function spring assembly, and attach-
ment means for rigidly mounting said housing directly to
said printed circuit board, wherein said housing comprises
an alignment means for directly aligning said plurality of
electrical conductors with said plurality of mating contacts
and an interconnect means for allowing said plurality of
electrical conductors to communicate directly with said
plurality of mating contacts, and wherein said multi-function
spring assembly applies sufficient force upon said flexible
dielectric backplane of said flexible circuit to assure
adequate electrical connection between said flexible circuit
and said plurality of mating contacts of said printed circuit
board, wherein said alignment means comprises a rough
circuit alignment means comprises a plurality of circuit
alignment troughs corresponding to said plurality of elec-
trical conductors and tapering to corresponding conductors
on a printed circuit board, each said alignment trough having
a top opening, a tapered side wall and a bottom dimension,
wherein said top opening has a width greater than the width
of a corresponding plurality of electrical conductors such
that when said flexible circuit is inserted into a flexible
circuit insertion opening, at least one circuit wiggler will
roughly align said flexible circuit in such a manner that each
of said plurality of electrical conductors will rest within said
top opening of its corresponding circuit alignment trough
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and wherein said bottom dimension of each said alignment
trough is substantially equal to the width of said plurality of
electrical conductors.

2. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, wherein said connector comprises a circuit align-
ment cavity.

3. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, further comprising an angled contact section
through which each of said alignment troughs descends, said
contact section opening at a circuit pass through opening
located at the bottom of said connector to said printed circuit
board such that when said flexible circuit is inserted into said
connector, said plurality of electrical conductors will pen-
etrate through the bottom of said connector and communi-
cate directly with mating contacts on said printed circuit
board.

4. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 3, wherein said multi-function spring assembly com-
prises a pivot section, a lever section and an alignment and
retention section.

5. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 4, wherein said pivot section is generally cylindrical
and is rotationally secured in position in said housing by
inserting a first and a second end of said cylindrical pivot
section into similarly sized and shaped pivot recesses
located in said housing.

6. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 5, wherein said pivot section further comprises a
circuit stop to assist in the location of said flexible circuit as
it is inserted into said connector.

7. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 6, wherein said circuit stop comprises a projection
from said pivot section of said spring assembly configured
to locate said plurality of electrical conductors over said
circuit pass through opening.

8. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 4, wherein said lever section has a first end adjacent
said pivot section and a second end which extends away
from said first end to allow a rotational force to be exerted
upon said lever section in order to rotate said spring assem-
bly between an open and a shut position.

9. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 8, wherein said lever section further comprises a strain
relief assembly located at said second end of said lever
section, said strain relief assembly comprising generally
semi-circular strain relief tabs configured to communicate
with said flexible dielectric backplane of said flexible circuit
when said flexible circuit is being held in position in said
connector where said flexible circuit enters said connector.

10. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 8, wherein said lever section further comprises cor-
rugated ridges extending along an axis extending from its
first end to its second end to provide said lever section with
structural rigidity.

11. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 6, wherein said alignment and retention section com-
prises an alignment means, a grabber means, an electrical
ground return and at least one stored energy spring arm.

12. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 11, wherein said alignment means comprises at least
one circuit wiggler, each said circuit wiggler comprising an
alignment arm and forming a generally tapered protrusion,
extending in a downward direction from said alignment arm,
each said wiggler is configured to operate in conjunction
with said rough circuit alignment means of said housing to
roughly align said flexible circuit in position within said
connector.
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13. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 12, wherein each said wiggler independently and
sequentially engages and moves the flexible circuit in a first
direction and then in a second direction.

14. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 11, wherein said grabber means comprises at least one
grabber arm, said grabber arm extending from said pivot
section of said spring assembly and further comprising a
downwardly extending grabber wherein said grabber: con-
tacts said flexible circuit when said circuit has been roughly
aligned in said housing; pierces said dielectric backplane of
said flexible circuit; and pulls said flexible circuit into said
connector housing.

15. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 14, wherein at least one grabber means and at least one
electrically-conductive wiggler provides a circuit shield to
printed circuit board ground by electrically connecting a
shield layer of said flexible circuit to a ground conductor on
said printed circuit board through said electrically-
conductive wiggler.

16. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 14, wherein said grabber arm comprises a beam length
sufficient to allow a minimum of about 0.001" to 0.005"
horizontal movement.

17. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 11, wherein each said stored energy spring arm
comprises a compression section, said compression section
configured to apply adequate pressure to said dielectric
backplane of said flexible circuit to establish and maintain
proper electrical connection between each said electrical
conductors and respective plurality of mating contacts on
said printed circuit board.

18. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 17, wherein said compression section comprises a
simple bend in said spring arm at a position along its length
corresponding to a contact point on said dielectric backplane
substantially behind where said plurality of electrical con-
ductors communicate with said plurality of mating contacts
on said printed circuit board such that said compression
section directs spring force substantially in line with said
plurality of electrical conductors and said plurality of mating
contacts and wherein said simple bend forms an angle in said
spring arm approximating said shape of said angled contact
section of said connector housing.

19. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 18, wherein each said spring arm further comprises a
force concentrator located at said position where said spring
arm communicates with said contact point on said dielectric
backplane.

20. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, wherein said multi-function spring assembly is
made of a resilient metal spring material.

21. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 20, wherein said resilient metal spring material is
beryllium copper.

22. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, wherein said multi-function spring assembly is
made of a resilient moldable material.

23. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 22, wherein said resilient moldable material is glass
reinforced nylon.

24. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, wherein said multi-function spring assembly is self
supporting.

25. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, further comprising a spring support pin wherein
said multi-function spring assembly rotates on said spring
support pin.
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26. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, wherein said attachment means comprises at least
one end tab on at least one side of said housing, said end tab
having a through-bore through which a threaded fastener is
threaded and fastened to said printed circuit board.

27. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 26, wherein said threaded fastener is a self-tapping
screw, wherein said self-tapping screw is screwed through
said through-bore and directly into said printed circuit
board.

28. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 27, wherein said threaded fastener comprises a
threaded bolt, wherein said threaded bolt is threaded through
said through-bore and said printed circuit board and held in
position with a nut.

29. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 26, wherein said attachment means further comprises
at least one alignment post protruding from said housing,
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wherein each said alignment post communicates with at
least one alignment hole in said printed circuit board.

30. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 1, wherein said attachment means comprises at least
one tapered locking post and swage locking clip, said
tapered locking post sized to penetrate said printed circuit
board through an attachment hole therein and said swage
locking clip is sized to be wedged into said attachment hole
along with said tapered locking post to exert sufficient
pressure upon said attachment hole walls to rigidly hold said
connector in position on said printed circuit board.

31. The direct circuit to circuit, stored energy connector of
claim 30, wherein said tapered locking post further com-
prises a plurality of barbs, wherein said barbs communicate
with said attachment hole walls.



